The Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain was formed in 1853 at a meeting in the Great Room of The Royal Society of Arts, under the name of “The Photographic Society of London”. In 1894 it became Royal by decree, a patronage which successive monarchs have continued to this day. It was incorporated as a company limited by guarantee in 1895, under its present name, and is registered as a charity for educational purposes under the number 212684. 


The Society’s main purpose is “To promote the general advancement of photographic science and its applications” and to fulfil this it publishes journals, newsletters, bulletins and other regular periodicals as well as more occasional monograph’s, proceedings and books. Also it arranges meetings, seminars and workshops both on it own and in co-operation with other bodies; it encourages the study of specialised areas of photography by the formation of groups of members; it holds International and other exhibitions in major branches of photography; it runs a centre of photography in Bath; it collects photographs, publications on photography and related subjects, and photographic equipment and memorabilia, both of historical and contemporary interest, and makes these available for study; it encourages the knowledge of photography by offering for sale photographic reproductions and publications of all sorts.


The Society organises many conferences, most of which are International in appeal and of great significance their particular field of application. Many of the events within the Society’s extensive programme are organised by the 14 specialist groups whose interests cover the breadth of the Society.


The Society is an educational charity and much of its work has an education content. Workshops are held for schoolchildren, for those aspiring to our Distinctions, and Master classes. The RPS Distinctions have done much to raise the standard of photography both in the UK and abroad and are intended to cater for all applicants, whatever their interest in photography and irrespective of whether they are amateur or professional.


As a learned Society the RPS does much that is not directly related to the programme of activities for its members. One of the most important of these roles is the administration of its unique library and collection of images and equipment. These are used for study by scholars from all over the world. The photographs are shown in exhibitions internationally and feature in publications of many things from postcards to special books.


